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READER. 


"HE Jetter of religion, which 
| 28, here; reprinted, having 
taken a courſe into the world, by 
hong tranſlated into ſeveral mo- 
dern languages, I found that a 
very particular critical obſerva- 
tion ou it was annexed to the 


_ | F:3 French 5 


i The PusLisnts, &. 


French tranſlation.” This letter 
of remarks was written, as 1s 
commonly believed, by a very 
learned and judicious oreigner, 
well ©” in England for his 

great {kiln critical learning. I 
have publiſhed a trauſlat ion there- 


of before this impreſſion; omit- 


ting, what he wrote concerning 
his friend's tranſlat ion ef the let - 
ter into French; well hoping, 


that the impartial Judgment of 


fo able a critick may delight the 
Reader, wg recommend the book. 
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PREFACE 


10 LEN 1 


| 'French T RA x 81 A TION; 


—_— Do not bs ee this 

ſmall treatiſe will meet 
in the world with more criticks 
or admirers ; but whatſbever hap- 
pens, as J bave told you already, 
fol tell you again, that in my 


judgment it is an excellent book: 
A 3 thould 


+ - ERFEFACE 
ſhould any one convince me of 
the contrary, I ſhall readily re- 
nounce the opinion Thaver of ;2t. 
But as I ant as yet perſuaded, that 
this ſmall treatife contains nothing 
but what fs every way conform- 
able to reaſon, and the doctrine 
which jeſus Chriſt. came to preach 
upon the earth; ſo I am ready to 
declare as much to any one who 
hall aſk: my opinion herein. I 
am always us d to do ſo in what 


relates to any important truth; 


being of opinion, that a man can- 
not be ſilent on ſuch an occaſion 
: without betray ing bis n : 
Pio 8 | 
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PREFACE vi 


I I am not miſtaken, the de- 
ſign of our author was to make 
appear, that the Chriſtian reli- 
gion ought to be levelled and ac- 
Seinmolstel to the reach of the 
meaneſt capacity; and that by 
conſequence it ought not to be 
confounded with thoſe ſubtle and 
abſtruſe queſtions with which di- 
vines make ſo great a Noiſè; and 
upon which they have wrangled 
for ſo many ages; this; 1 fa 
thedeſign Which the author of this 
work propos d to himfelf ; and in 


which” (it ſeems to me) he has- ; 


vo happily ſucceeded); in giv- 
A 4 ing 
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vl PREFACE. 
ing us a true and faithſul deſcrip- 
tion of religion, ſuch. as jeſus 
Chriſt taught mankind; full of 
wiſdom, eaſy to be explain d, 
and every , way adapted to the 
capacity of the illiterate, of wo- 
men, and of the meaneſt ſort of 
people, that is to ſay, of the 

greateſt part of mankind. ; 

*  Suppoſing then that religion is 
-for the uſe of the vulgar and un- 
learned, which no.one, I beheve, 
will be .O bold as to deny, Ido 
not ſee what can reaſonabl * 
objected ggainſt the defi 52 
e or dit manner 0 ne 

©, © mance; 
” 


. 
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or requiring a long examination. 


PE 


PREFACE -ir 


mance; the deſeription he gives 


us of religion repreſents it to be- 
of eaſy examination, and ex- 
tremely clear and plain. Now, 


is it not requiſite that it ſhould 


have theſe qualifications to be 
within the reach of the greateſt 
part of men? who being neceſſa- 
rily obliged, as our author ob- 
ſerves, to provide for their own 
and families neceſſit ies, to per- 
form the cqm mon duties of bf: 

cannot apply themſelves to the 
examination of a religion that 
ſhould be hard to be underſtood, 


Shall 
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tabits,-and to live ſoberly, righ- 


teoufly and godly 1 in this Preſent 
World. i 
I ſee plainly, that to zige of 
5 by the idea which the 
apoſtle gives us thereof in that 
place, it is admirably calculated 
for the uſt of all thoſe perſons 
*whogre'incapable of 'a long ap- 
plication of ies and he have 
neither penetration nor leiſure 
(enough to give up themſelves .o 
the ſtudy of curious and ſubtile in- 
quixies, not eaſily to be reſolved. 
But I cannot comprehend how 
ener judgment can be 1 
70 121112 
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2i PREFACE. 
of the controverſies which have 
reignd among divines for ſo long 
a time; they are ſo very abſtruſe, 
that even among thoſe who make 
| it their ſtudy to explain them to 
3 others, there are but few who 
3 perfectly comprehend what they 
l fttrurn upon. Met it is not ſufficient 
= - to know well the knotty part of 
| the queſtion, unleſs we can give 
the true ſolution of it. But can 
any thing be more difficult than 
poſitively and abſolutely to de- 
termine a matter among ſo great 
a number of different opinions? 
no ſooner bath a divine paſsd his 
| PE 4, yo 
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PREFACE: xt 
judgment upon one of theſe con. 

troverſies, but he is immediately 

oppos'd by other divines, who 
give quite another determina- 
tion: upon which others ariſe, 
who make up a third party fol- 
low'd by a fourth, which being 


contrary to all three, is again at- 


tack d by freſh combatants. Now; 
if religion ſhould: conſiſt of ſuch; 
controverſies as theſe, What will 
become of the poor literate laity, 
who are not able to underſtand 


even the very words or terms 


made uſe of in theſe diſputes? 
muſt poor country people adhere 
N | to 


ay PREFACE: 
to their curate's or. miniſter's de- 


termination blindly, and without 


comprehending it? | 
But ſu ol that n 
unden our davines, determi- 
nations (of which: experience 
pers us the contrary) is that 
ſufficient to give us a right ta ap- 
prove of them? no certainly, for 
we muſt alſo underſtand: the rea- 
ſons of their adverſaries: and then 
having compar'd. the ſtrength of 
their . with:thatraf our 
divines, we are to embrace and 
adhere only to that opinion which: 
| _ appear moſt a ON to rea- 


ſon. 


® 


ſon, / People may cavil as much x 


as they pleaſe ; but after all, this 


/ 


is a matter, which, according to 


\ 


the laws of - juſtice; and equity, 
cannot be diſpenſed with. You 
and I know, very well ſuch and 
ſuch a miniſter, who preaches 
every day againſt certain here- 
ticks, hath never ſeen ſo much 


as the covers of their bodka, nor 
known their Titles; pra & tell 


me how can we in good eon ience 


determine ourſelves upon what 


ſuch divines ſhall lay ta the charge 


3 woes er Inorg 


of their pretended hereticks ? | 
ſhould 


we approve of a Mabome- 
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xvi | PREFACE. 
tan Who would believe all that a 
Faquir, who had never read the 
goſpel, ſnould deliver in a moſque 
againſt the Chriſtian religion? 
1 the caſe is exactly parallel. 
| Tou will perhaps reply, that a 
| preacher of controverſy does not 
= - only eſtabliſi his o.] n opinion, 
but at the ſame time he confutes 
that of his adverſaries; and (tho? 
he has not read their books, yet 
he has ſeen paſſages taken from 
them uithe books of ſome learned 
profeſſor of his on party: But, 
lir, Who will aſſure you, that this 
preacher, 'OF profeſſor has given : ot! 
v2 | A | 
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PREFACE. xvii 
a true and impartial account of 
the opinions which they refute ? 
how will you know that they do 
not diſguiſe or ſuppreſs ſome of , 
the beſt and {ſtrongeſt of their 
adverſaries arguments? we fee 
daily, that a ſtory, in which no- 
body has any intereſt, is changed 
and falſify'd as it paſſes through 
different mouths. With how 
much greater reaſon ought we to 
fear and ſuſpect, that àa man who 
undertakes to refute another in 
the preſence. of a numerous af- 
ſembly, will, either willingly or 
otherwiſe, weaken, as much as 
9 B voſſible, 
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poſſible, his 2 reaſons, 


the more eaſily to deſtroy them, 


and thereby to ſecure to himſelf 
the honour of a triumph? there- 


Fore it would be an act of great 


temerity to condemn thoſe whom 
the chiefs of any party are pleas'd 
to ſtile hereticks without reading 
them. =! 7 115534 e, 

_ Beſides, tho? our divines and 
preachers ſhould have given us a 
faithful account of their argu- 
ments, we cannot condemn them 
upon ſuch a report, without be- 
ing guilty of the greateſt partia- 
lity ; for a judge that ſhould con- 
8 | | demn 


PREFACE. it 
demn a man upon the bare report 
of his adverſary, without ever 
hearing what he could fay in his 
own defence, 1s an unjuſt judge, 
tho*1n reality his ſentence be ac- 
cording to juſtice. An heathen 
poet hath long ſince told us that, 
Oui ftatuit, aliquid parte inaudita altera 
PEquum licet ſtatuerit, hand aequus fuerit. 
If the heathens have known by 
the ſole light of nature, that no- 


body ought to be condemned, 


without having been heard, how. 
can we diſpenfe with ourſelves 
fof not obſerving that rule which 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf hath taught 


B 2 us 
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xx PREFACE. 
us in theſe expreſs terms, © judge 
© not that ye be not judged ” 
It may poſſibly be reply'd by 
ſome good perſons, that precau- 
tions are by no means ſo neceſ- 
ſary in the church as in the civil 
ſtate, becauſe divines have ſuch 
tender conſciences, as not to diſ- 
uiſe or weaken the ſtrength and 
fenſe of their adverſaries reaſons. 
But, alas! they know little of the 
world who talk after this manner. 
We need but hear the divines 


themſelves in order to be con- 


vinc'd, that it is not ſafe at all to 
depend upon their fidelity. 


For 


PREFACE. ui 


For without running back into 


the hiſtory of the firſt ages, when 


the biſhops, true court-weather- 
cocks, turn'd about with every 
little witid, to conform themſelves 
to the pleaſure of the prince; 1 
ſay, without running back ſo far, 
do we not every day hear the di- 
vines complaining of their adver- 
ſaries unfaithfulneſs, reproaching 
one atiother for being made to 
ſpeak againſt their own minds, 
for horrible opinions, for odious 
and deteſtable conſequences im- 
puted to them, ſuch as they never 


once dteamt of? nor are theſe re- 


B 3 proaches 


zxi PREFACE. 


proaches to be found only among 
divines of different communions ; 
but even they of the ſame party, 

whenever divided about the ex- 

plication of ſome particular text 

or doctrine do the ſame thing. 

| One may ſee them in ſuch a caſe 
| \ falling upon one another with 
| greater rage and fury, than if 
| they were writing againſt. the 
pProfeſſed enemies of their ſociety. 
if © We hear of nothing but falſe im- 1 
| 
| 


[| putations,  imperfe& quotations, 

and malignant reflections. And 

4 if we believe the reciprocal com- 

- plaints of each party, we 120 
| | n 
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PRE FACE. xxiii 
find reaſon to conclude, that 
One's in the right, and 
T'other is not wrong. 
Furthermore, divines who meet 
together to examine thoſe ſcanda- 
lous quarrels of their brethren, and 
put an end to the diſpute by a de- 
finitive decree or ſentence ; di- 
vines; I ſay, ſo aſſembled wreſt 
and diſguiſe the' ſentiments of one 
of the parties, and make'em ſpeak 
another ſenſe than what was really 
theirs. The late difference be- 


tween Monſieur Saturin and Mon- 


ſieur Jurieu will here preſent itſelf 
to _ memory whether I will or 
B 4 no. 


1 


xxiy PREFACE. 


no. I leave it to you to make the 
application, One needs only to 
read the prefaces of theſe two fa- 
mous antagoniſts, to be fully con- 
vinc'd, that he would do himſelf 
an injury to place a blind and im- 
plicit dependance on the truth and 
fidelity of divines, whether apart 
or in convocation, and this ac- 

cording to their on confeſſion. 


The concluſion from what has 


been ſaid, is this, that religion 
does not confift in thoſe ſubtle and 
abſtruſe queſtions about which 
divines have been divided in their 
opinions for ſo many ages, Wen 

+ tne 
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> 23 thecommon/people do not under- 
0 ſtand them, and are in an abſo- 
> lute incapacity ever to do ſo; for 
- does not Jeſus Chriſt expreſly de- 
f clare, that he came to preach the 
— goſpel to the poor? from whence 
d it neceſſarily follows, that his 
t 3 dodcrinebught to be proportionate 
- to their capacities: and ſuch it is 
nin effect, as any one may fee 
s. plainly, by reading over the goſ- 
n 3% pel;' as the author of this book 
dd 7} hath in few words clearly made 
h +l out; reer 
ir We may conclude alſo from 
;& hence, that e ought to take care, 


je _ Rory that 


Vi PREFACE. 

that we make not ouyſelvesa party 
with divines, by ſiding in their 
paſſionate conteſts, ſince it is not 
in our power perfectly to know 
the differences between them: 
there being no danger in a man's 
forbearing to give his judgment 
upon tlieſe matters, which he does 
not underſtand; but we cannot 
law fully condemn both the opi- 
nions of a man, and the man him- 
ſelf, (for in true divinity theſe 
two go alb together) without juſt 
and cogent reaſons moving us ſo 
to do. This is vifibly expoſing 
ourſelves to the fame puniſhments 
15:84 | which 


P RE FAC E. xxvii 


hich we judge to be due to them 
hom we condemn ſo raſhly; that 
2s, if we damn a man for holding 
ſuch or ſuch opinions, which we 
Surſelves, by our on ſtudy and 


Hiligence, could not be thoroughly 
equainted with, have we not rea- 


Jon to fear leſt we alſo ſhould in- 
Tur the ſame damnation. for paſ- 
Jing ſo raſh and haſty a judgment? 
the declaration which Jeſus Chriſt 


path made us in this caſe cannot 


pe more expreſs than it 18; © judge 
not, (ſaith that divine preacher) 
that you be not judged ; for with 


what judgment you judge, you 
Jaug * 


xrviii PREFACE. F fs 
© ſhall be judged, And, with ict 
© what meaſure you mete, it Thall ther 
© be meted to you again. Mat- fhoſe 
thew vii. 1 4. pft 
- To be able to proneunee deci- pf lo 
ſively upon the diſputes of divines, fecor 
one muſt plunge him ſelf over-head Ponte 
in reading 4 great many large vo- for 
lumes, full of barbarbus and un- ſuffic 
intelligible terms; and alſo of in- ſelve 
tricate and endleſs queſtions. But ill, 
out profeſſien does hot allow us fo s in 
to play away our time: let us not Four 
then concern ourſelves in judging Mice; 
of ſuch contfoverſies; but rather 

leave to the diviſſes the ſorry 

OS comfort 


o 
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comfort of diſputing eternally and 
Witterly againſt thoſe, who contra- 
with dict them. I am in doubt whe⸗ 
ſhall ther they wall ſave themſelves by 
Mat- fhoſe means; but this I am ſure 
pf, that we ſhould run the riſque 
deci- pf loſing ourſelves, if we: ſhould 
ines, ſecond them in their paſſionate 
head Ponteſts; not knowing why, or 


e vo- for what cauſe we de ſo. Tis 


d un- 
of in- 
But 


ufficient for us to ſatisfy. our- 
elves with the knowledge of God's 

ill, as it is clearly revealed. to 
us ſo zs in the goſpel. Let us endea- 
18 not Four all we can to put it in prac- 
aging Mice; let us love one another, and 


* - 


rather | do 


forty ll 
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ourſelves therein 
| do. ora 


PRE FAC E. 
do unto others as We would they 
ſhould do unto us: 
without envying, being contented 
with that ſtate of life which God 
has been pleaſed to call us to; and 
let us labour in earneſt to correct 
in ourſelves what we find amiſs, 
and to make continual improve- 
ments in virtue; and by 
means, when this life is ended, 

to ſecure to ourſelves the poſſeſ- 
ſion of an eternal happineſs. © This 
is properly our buſineſs ; and it 
is no {mall work if we acquit! 
as we ought to 


HFaving 


- 


let us live 


this 


they 
live 
nted 2 
God - 
andi 
rrect # 
miſs, 
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PREFACE. xx 
Having thus freely given you 
my thoughts concerning divines 
and their diſputes, I perceive that 
I have ſpoken! in too general a 
manner. We, muſt give, every 
one his due. It is not true that 
all divines are equally infatuated 
with Moon controverſies, 
There are ſome who ſay, with St. 
James, that © pure religion, and 
© undefiled before God, is to viſit / 
© the fatherleſs and the widows, 
* and to keep himſelf unſpotted | 
© from the world. Such is the 
author of the Lady's-Religion; for 
he is a divine. of the church, of 

| England; 


xxxii PREFACE. 
England: you know it no other- 
wiſe” than by the title, which 
oftentimes is deceitful: but I was 
informed ſo by a learned Engliſh 

atleman, who writ to me from 

ondon ; and aſſured me of it as 
of a known and unqueſtionable 


: truth. 


_ Give me leave to add one word 
more upon the occaſion of writing 


this book. You muſt know that 


1 author being conſulted by the 
wy Howard, upon the manner 
of preparing one's ſelf for the holy 


.- communion, took occaſion ron 
thence to draw this excellent por- 


traicture 


95 © 2 Fry hn & 


h 


PREFACE. zxtii 
traicture of the Chriſtian religion, 
to the end that he might ſhew 


what are the duties which its pro- 
feſſion obliges us to at all times, 


both before, at, and after our pre- 


preg for that holy ceremony. 
o you not admire this anſwer? 
for my part I am of opinion, that 
our author could not have given 
a more excellent proof of his ſo- 
lid judgment, and the knowledge 
he hath of the true nature and ge- 
nius of religion. The moſt part 
of men reduce religion to ſome 
particular acts of devotion, prac- 
tiſed at certain ſet times; but 


Ar PREFACE. 


they are grofly miſtaken : religion 
does not conſiſt in certain forma+ 


- lities, depending on certain times 


and places, but in a conſtant ba- 
Dit of watching over our conduct, 
of conquering our paſſions, and 
ſtadying inceſlantly to grow more 


and more virtuous. This is what 


your. author has happily made 
good, and wherein he has given us 
Juch' excellent directions, which, 
if ſeriouſſy apply d to and prac- 
tis d, will be of great uſe and ſer- 
vice, in the reformation of man- 
ners This, in my judgment, is 
one of the beſt performances in 
his treatiſe, iR 7 
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Mapa My 


Gi NC x God has been pleaſed 
to 1nchne-'your heart to an 
early and ſerious. enquiry after 
Religion, ſo that you are ſinl 
cerely deſirous to know the wil- 
of God, in order to do it, I hear- 
WAP wiſh you had laid your com- 

C 2 mands 
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mands upon one more able to aſ- 


fiſt you, than I am : who, being 
bred up in an age of ſpeculation 
and controverſy, have addicted 
mylelf to the ſtudy of divinity 
more perhaps than to the practice 
of religion; and have been (I pray 
God forgive me) more deſirous 
to furmſh my head with not ions, 
than my heart with good inelina- 
tions Ithought myſelf, by my 
profeſhon, - chiefly engag'd in a 
ſtudy how to defend the church 
by law-eftabliſh'd againſt all diſ- 
ſenters, rather than to promote 
the common cauſe of ſerious 


piety; 
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of a LADY. 37 
piety; and whilſt by the ſtrange 
unaccountable genius of this age, 
J have been led aſide to mix the 
ſtudy of politicks with that of re- 
ligion, Thave been buſily aſſiſting 
the office of a miniſter of ſtate, 
rather than doing the good work 
of a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Nor altho' it has pleasd God 
to make me in ſome meaſure ſen- 
ſible of thoſe by- paths, in which 
I have ſometimes walk'd, to the 
hinderance of that duty unto 
which ought intirely to have de- 
voted myſelf; yet I am apt to 
fear Jeſt thoſe prejudices and un- 
"TITS C 3 - * que 
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due prepoſſeſſions of mind may 
ſtill remain within me, by which 
I ſhall be prevented from giving 
your Ladyſhip ſuch an idea of re- 
igion, as is ſhort, plain, and 
pure, free from ſuperſtitious ap- 
pendages, and ſeparate from 
every by- intereſt. 


But without doubt ſuch as this E 


is the true ſpirit of the Chriſtian 
religion, every line whereof di: 
realy tends to make us eaſy 
within ourſelves, kind and com- 
fortable to one another here, and 
happy with God hereafter. | 
That gur holy religion is a kN 
$537 cat inſti- 
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inſtitution; - will be evident to 
any one who conſiders that God 
is its author, whoſe- wiſdom ap- 

s in all his works: thus the 
frame of viſible nature being 
agreeably ſet together, and hav- 
ing each part of it ſuited to uſe- 
ful and proper ends, demonſtrates 
itſelf to be the work of divine 
wiſdom: in like manner the 
whole plan of pure religion, hav- 
ing alſd its parts ſuitable to each 
other, and every one of them 
agreeably ſet to the ſame good 
and great deſign of the whole, 
does thereby prove itſelf to be 
s C 4 the 


It 
| 
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due prepoſſeſſions of mind may 
ſtill remain within me, by which 
I ſhall be prevented from giving 
your Ladyſhip ſuch an idea of re- 
igion, as is ſhort, plain, and 
pure, free from ſuperſtitious ap- 
pendages, and ſeparate from 
every by- intereſt. 


But without doubt ſuch as this 


is the true ſpirit of the Chriſtian 
religion, every line whereof di- 
realy tends. to make us eaſy 
within ourſelves, kind and com- 
fortable to one another here, and 
happy with God hereafter. 
That our holy religion i a with 
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inſtitution, will be evident to 
any one who conſiders that God 
is its author, whoſe wiſdom ap- 
pears in all his works: thus the 
frame of - viſible nature being 
agreeably ſet together, and hav- 
ing each part of it ſuited to uſe- 
ful and proper ends, demonſtrates 
itſelf to be the work of divine 
wiſdom: in like manner the 
whole plan of pure religion, hav- 
ing alſo its parts ſuitable to each 
other, and every one of them 
agreeably ſet to the ſame good 
and great deſign of the whole, 
does thereby prove itſelf to be 
271137 C 4 | the 
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the contrivance of an all-wiſe 
God. 

And baby the — * os the 
Chriſtian religion will particu- 
larly appear, becauſe every part 
of it tends to promote the univer- 
ſal good of mankind; for which 
reaſon the divine founder thereof 
was nam d Jeſus, (that is) Savi- 
our, becauſe his only deſign was 
to ſave us from the prevailing 
power of ſin, and from thoſe mi- 
ſeries in which that evil Power 
would involve us. | 

Thus temperance promotes our. 
health , juſtice in our dealings pre- 

vents 


* 
N 
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Fents us from ſuſtaining the re- 
enges of the injur'd, and 1 * | 
q truſt among men, with all the 
enefits which ariſe from thence. 
j harity, by promoting'the com- 
; mon good of others, draws back 
heir love and affection to our- 
lv, ; while patience preſerves 
Duiet within our own breaſts, and 
elf. denial, by reſtraining our ex- 
travagant appetites, "eRabliſhes 
he juſt power of reaſon over us; 
thereby fitting us for all condi- 
tions of life; and thus the Jaw of 
Chriſt anſivers to the character of 
wiſdom, by its agreeableneſs 5 
Tulso © 
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the beſt deſign: of God in the 
chiefeſt good of man: and upon 
this account Solomon charactered 
the idea of religion under the 
name of wiſdom . 
Beſide theſe moral Jatian, there Y 
are ſeveral threats of God's judg- 
ments, and promiſes of his favour 3 
contam'd. in Chriſt's inſtitution; 
the former were: wiſely: deſign'd F 
to reſtrain us from im moralities, ; 
which are our greateſt ſollies; and 
the latte to engage us in the prac- 
tice of virtue, uhich is our greateſt 
wifdom: the threatnings . 6 
the way for the promiſes, and 
8111 qualif y 


of a LADY. 43 
the Wqualify us to receive them; in- 
upon faſmuch as they ſhake off our 
ffections from ill objects, in or- 
er for the promiſes to fix them 
upon good ones. We muſt needs 


udg- earn to do well. 
our Now altho' a due conſideration 
of the divine nature will carry u 
on to the belief of a future ſtate; 


the beſt of all beings, will diſtin- 
guiſh the good from the. bad -by 
ample rewards. and juſt punaſh- 
ments: yet becauſe every ones 
capacity may not be ſufficient — 
11 Ma 


reaſe to do evil; before we can 


in which he who is in perfection 


ll 
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make this wiſe reflection, there. if ' 
fore Jeſus Chriſt was pleas'd (as MW; * 
the goſpel phraſes it) to bring 
life and immortality to light: 
1. 6. to give the 7 full aflu- i 1 
rance of a future ſtate, in which 
the juſt God will diſtinguiſh men i 
hereafter," in ſuch a manner as 


they ſhall (diſtinguiſh themſelves _— 
here; and tis the wiſdom of every 58 its 
one to preſerve this belief in his Whenc 
heart, and bear it always about reſp 
him, betauſe*tis the moſt awful to f. 
monitor againſt our committing 38 


folly, and yields the ſtrongſt en- 
collagement-to! virtue. 
; From 


From what has been ſaid, your 
Jady:ſhip ſees: firſt what is meant 
Sy ſaving a ſoul, viz. to deliver 
It from vicious habits and fearful 
igh S Poniſhments, the fatal conſe- 
alu. Wuents: of ſuch habits; and by 
bien ſtabliſning virtue therein, to re+ 
en ommend it to the favour of God: 
r as end ſecondly, that the goſpel of 
| Fhriſt was deſign'd to this, very, 
err end; and its tendency hereunto 
ss its wiſdom. And thirdly, from 

as hence you! alſo. perceive in what 
reſpe& faith in qeſus Chriſt is ſand 

GS to fave us, viz, becauſe this faith 
S is our receiving the inen 
N ra 
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ral for the rule of our lives, and n; b 
the threats and promiſes contain d foren 
in the goſpel, for the outward Pre 
indtives of our e according hich 
to that rule. the a 

And from theſe three conſide- 
rations, ſumm'd u together, you 
may examine all the various pre- lation 
— which differing — Hen * 
and communions make to the 
purity of Chriſtian faith, ſo as to 


for that commumon which mani- . 
feſts itſelf to have no other deſign, 1s ple 


than to aſſiſt its members in ſav- | EY 
ing * ſouls from the power of 
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and Win, by the moral and motaves 
ain'd Wforemention'd,' is certainly the 
ward pureſt church; and that faith 
ding hich has no other tendency, 28 
he pureſt faith. So that if you 


orm yourſelf _ this principle, 
Hou may paſs by all nice ſpecu- 
Wations, or profound eries, 
Swhich have no direct tendency to 
Fmprove your morals, without 
any hazard of ſalvation: Due 
Secondly, as the Chriſtian in- 
ſtitution is wiſely practical, ſo It 
ign is plain: or in other words, we 
5 
Gy. may ſay, that as the wiſdom of 
ro the Chriſtian religion appears firſt 
ſin, by 
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by its being practical, ſo it ap- 


pears ſecondly by being plain ſo 
The obſcure anſwers which werel 


given out from the old heathen ts 
oracles, are now know to have ut 
proceeded from the indire&neſs| 

of a deſigning prieſthood : who, - an 
to maintain their pretence of fore. 2+ 
telling what ſhall come to paſt, at 
ſent ok all thoſe who: came to of 
inquire after ſuture events, with 7? 
doubtful and uncertam anſwers. 15 


And it has been the obſervation} 1 
of wiſe men, that when any one i 
affects to be dark and myſterious 2. 
in 1 his converſation; either he has 2 

| ſome 


| ap- ; 
lain 
were 
then 
have 
xneſ 
who, 
fore 
paſs, 
ne tos 
with 
Wers. 
ation} 
y one 
2r10Us| 
je has! 
ſome 
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ſome indirect deſign in fo doing, 
or elſe whilſt he makes an ofte11- 
tation of wiſdom, he does in rea- 


lity but diſcover his folly. 


Now the wiſdom of God can- 
not be conceiv'd to aim at any 


other defign in communicating 


itſelf to us, than the information 
of our minds in the nature of good 
and evil, and this in order to di- 
rect our choice; and all inſtruc- 
tion muſt of neceſſity be plain: 
ſince tis by things ey and fami- 


liar, ſuch as at firſt ſight we may 


apprehend, whereby we. can be 
led on to the knowledge of mat- 
x 6 
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ters more remote and difficult: 
but obſcure and unintelligible 
doctrines can have no effect upon 
us beſide unprofitable amuſement; 
and whatſoever is by the wiſdom 
of God laid out of our reach, can 

be no part of our concern. 
Farther, to what end did he 
give us intellectual faculties? 
ſurely not to amuſe but to im- 
prove us, by enabling us throughly 
to underſtand, cach part of our 
holy religion, which directly tends 
to that end, viz. our moral im- 
proyement : as you will ſoon per- 
ceiye, if you reduce the Chri wy 
inſti- 


1 7 
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inſtitution. to its general heads, 
which are theſe. 

' Firſt, a narration of matters 
of fact. 

Secondly, a declaration of mo- 
ral laws. 

Thirdly, a revelation of ſuch 
motives which are proper to in- 
force this law wren our minds. 
And | 

Fourthly, ſerious: extiortations 
to refreſh our memories with our 


duty; and earneſtly to recom- 


mend it to our practice. 
Firſt, your ladyſhip ſees, that 
the matters of fact contain'd in 
D 2 the 
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the four goſpels, and the acts of 
the apoſtles (viz. the travels and 
tranſactions of Chriſt and his diſ- 
ciples) are ſo plainly related, that 
you underſtand the relation as 
eaſily as you read it. And ſe- 
condly, all laws muſt be plain, 
becauſe they are directions. Now, 
obſcure directions are but delu- 
ſions. And laws which are du- 
bious and difficult to be under- 
ſtood, are traps and ſnares. And 
thirdly, tis as neceſſary that mo- 
tives ſhould be very intelligible, 
becauſe their deſign is to work 
ſtrongly upon our wills, by con- 

| vincing 
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vincing our underſtandings. Add 
to this fourthly, that myſtical and 
unintelligible exhortations are ri- 
diculous, upon which account St. 
Paul forbad religious exerciſes to 
be performed in an unknown 
tongue. | 

Now as the four goſpels and 
acts of the apoſtles contain mat- 
ters of fact, laws, and motives ; 
ſo the epiſtles contain exhortations 
to ſeriouſneſs and piety, ariſing 
from the laws, facts, and motives 
before - mention'd : and 1 take 
theſe books to be ſufficiently com- 
prehenſive of the inſtitutions and 
D 3 ordi- 
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ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt ;- which 
ought, indeed to be eaſily intelli- 
gible, becauſe. they concern the 


poor, weak, and unletter'd peo- 


ple as much as the learned. 

Nor can I ſee that the doctrine 
of Chriſt was by him, or his 
apoſtles, deliver'd firſt of all into 
the hands of the learned; to be by 
them convey'd into the minds of 
the ignorant; but, on the con- 
trary, tis manifeſt that our Sa- 
viour directed both his diſcourſes 
and actions immediately to the 
common people, as well as to the 
ſcribe ; and in like manner 10 

is 
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his diſciples addreſs their preach- 
ings and writings. 4 

From all this diſcourſe, con- 


cerning the clearneſs of Chriſt's 


inſtitution, you may ſpare your 
felf the needleſs trouble of read- 
ing abſtruſe and myſterious points 
of divinity. Nor need you ſuffer 
your ſelf to be amus'd with the 
Yretended deep ſpeculations of 
profound men, when you have 
the plain directions of a wiſe and 
a good God before you, 1n fol- 


lowing whereof Pha ſhall meet. 


with great rewar 
Thirdly, the Chriſtian inſtitu- 
; tion 
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tion is ſhort. True and e 
um 


religion has always been 
up, and gathered together into a 


narrow compaſs, by thoſe. who 
beſt underſtood it. "Thus Micah 
(6. 8.) ſpeaking of God, ſaith, 
He hath ſhewn thee, O man, 
what is good, and what doth the 


Lord thy God require of thee ? 
but to do, juſtice, to love merc PO 
And to walk humbly with thy 


God. And our —— ſumms u 1 
the whole law in our love to G 
and our neighbour. And in ano- 


ther place, includes the Whole 
e the law and the e 


in th 
woul 


you 
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in this one rule, Whatſoever ye 
would that men ſhould do unto 
you, even ſo do ye unto them; 
hereby directing us to make a 
right uſe of that reaſon which God 
eltablilhd as his oracle in our 
breaſts: to which we may at all 
times reſort; and from whence 
we may be reſolv'd in ſuch caſes 
as concern our duty to one another. 
For as by conſulting your own. . 
reaſon, you know wherein you 
are juſtly dealt wath, and wherein 
you receive wrong; when you. 
are kindly us'd, and when other- 
wiſe ; fo from the ſame griin 
0 
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of reaſon you cannot but know 
when you deal juſtly or wrong- 
fully, and when you do'kind or 
ill offices to another; this one 
ſhort comprehenſive rule, taking 
for its foundation the equality of 
mankind, in reſpect of their com- 
mon nature, renders religion itſelf 
a matter ſenſible unto us. 
For I can feel the wound of a 
ſharp flanderous tongue as ſenſibly 
as that of a ſword ; I can feel the 
wrongs dohe to myſelf and fami- 
Iy ; and am as much ſenſible of 
the benefits Ie joy from the juſt 
"and kind dealings of thoſe with 
WM | whom 
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zhom I am concern'd ; and here- 
y am in the ſhorteſtand plaineſt 
ay admoniſh'd of my behaviour 
p others: and if this one ſhort 
ule were reduc'd to practice, the 
ate of paradiſe would be reſtor'd, 
nd we ſhould enjoy a heaven 
pon earth. 
For hereby firſt all perſecutions 


or conſcience-ſake, which have 
dccalion'd ſuch violent diſorders, 


nd vaſt effuſion of blood, would 

de at an end, becauſe every one 

ybo' has any conſcience, would 

oft willingly preſerve it free 

rom the impoſitions of men — | 
| 4 


— 


6 Th: RELIGION 
the worſhip'of God. To compel 
men by fire and faggot to partake 
even of adelicious entertainment, 
is a ſavage ſort of hoſpitality. 
Secondly, all ' factions in any 
ſtate would be at an end, if ever 
member thereof were. contented, 
that every one of his fellow-mem- 
bers, who-was not an enemy to 
the government, might, having 
equal pretence of merit, enjoy 
equal privileges with himſelf. 
Thirdly, the occaſions of war ¶ſure oi 
and law-ſuits would be taken a- The 
way; ſince nothing but manifelt Wye bo 
wrong can be the guſt cauſe of W © 
either. N And 


— 


us in t 


of a LADY. 61 


And fourthly, there would be 
10 private quarrels and uneaſineſs 
among neighbours ; fince by this 
rule of doing as we would be done 
unto, all raſh cenſures, ſharp re- 
flections, and ungrounded ſuſpi- 
ions and jealouſies, which are 
ted, Agthe feeds: of private animoſities, 
are taken away. And hereby we 
may expect a plentiful ſtore of 

od's b . us, Who 
will meaſure out his kindnefs to 
us in the ſame manner as we mea- 


90 ſure out ours to one 5 | d 
a- The reaſon why religion tho 
felt be both a ſhort and plain inſtitu- 
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tution, will appear if you conſider 
the common circumſtances and 
conditions of men in this world. 
For though your ladyſhip and 
many more, have leiſure enough 
to read and digeſt whole volumes 
of uſeful knowledge (if there are 
any ſuch) yet the greateſt part of 
mankind being neceſſarily im- 
ploy' din making daily proviſions 
for themſelves and families, and 
diſchaxging the common offices of 
Iife, cannot attend to any religious 
inſtitution which is either diffi- 
cult or tedious, | 1 
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Tis certain, that the whole life 
of man 1s not ſufficient for him to 
read all the controverſies which 
have been written upon pretence 
of religion; but tis as certain, 
that God never lays on us a 
greater taſk than what he affords 
us both abilities and opportunities 
to perform: wherefore we may 
conclude, that ſince the duties of 
religion are laid in common, upon 
all, the poor day-labourer muſt 
have ability and opportunity ſuf- 
ficient to inſtruct himſelf therein, 
without hindering the conſtant 
work of his calling. And in * 

Woer 59507 OLSIIE Una 
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this the wiſdom and goodneſs of || wi 
God are made known, by adapt- the 


ces of life. 

From hence you may -fave 
2 the trouble of reading the 
ong and tedious diſputes, which 
with ſuch intemperate zeal are al- 
ways in agitation among the ſe. 
veral parties of Chriſtians. In- 


being ſhort, it cannot admit of Wit 
being ſpun out into long contro- go 
verſies: and tho I have read man to 
books of controverſial divinity, by 
do not remember that I have _ ay 
1 5 wit 5 
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with any one * controverſy about 
the matter of mere religion; as 
whether 1 ſhould maintain in my 
heart à high reverence and vene- 
ration for Almighty God? whe- 
ther T ought to walk before him 
in fincerity and uprightneſs ? 
whether or no I ſhould be thank- 
ful to him for all the benefits 
which I have receiv'd from him? 
whether I ſhall ſubmit to his will 
with patience, and endeavour to 
govern my paſlions, to bring them 
to a due moderation and temper, 
by making them ſubject to the 


law of reaſon? whether I ſhould 


E. be 
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be true to my promiſe, juſt in 
my dealings, charitable to the 
poor, and ſincere in my devotions ? 
whether I ſhould be temperate 
and ſober, modeſt and chaſte, and 
demean my ſelf in an humble, 
civil, and agreeable manner to- 
wards thoſe with whom I. con- 
verſe? whether I ſhould be hear- 
tily ſorry when I come ſhort of 
my duty, and ſhould be watchful 
in the demal of my irregular ap- 
petites, paſſions, and evil inclina- 
tions for the future? in ſhort it 
has not (that I know of) been diſ- 

puted whether juſtice, benignity, 

90 1 meek- 
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meekneſs, charity, moderation, 


patience, and ſobriety, ſhould be 
receiv'd into our affections? or 
whether we ſhould love God and 
our neighbour? orthodoxy of faith 
is made the pretence of contro- 
verſy, but the one thing neceſ- 
ary is orthodoxy of practice. 

know your ladyſhip will'not 
be p 


leas'd with a diſcourſe upon 


the ſubject of religion, unleſs de- 


votion have its due place in it; 
nor ought it indeed to be left out; 
becauſe thankfulneſs is a neceſſar y 


part of religion, and prayer is the 


preſervative'of the whole, A frei 
E 2 quent 
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quent. repetition of our thanks for 
all the benefits we enjoy, preſerves 
in our minds the conſideration of 
God, as the greateſt and beſt of 
beings; and thereby nourtſhes 
veneration and gratitude. In like 
manner prayer for pardon of ſin, 
and preſervation of our. perſons, 
is à conſtant recognition of the 
metcy and bounty of God, But 
prayer againſt the power of ſin, 
is the actual withdrawing of our 
inclinations from evil; and prayer 
be any grace is an actual applica- 
tion ot our minds, to attain the par- 
ticular virtue for Which we pray: 
Zo "oh ow 
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Now although I would not ad- 
viſe- you againſt ſet hours and 

forms of devotion, either private 
dr publick; yet I would rather 
recommend a fort of habitual and 
decaſional devotion, as very pro- 
per to preſerve the ſtrongeſt im- 
preſſions of religion upon your 
Mind. l 
It may be obſerv'd, that many 
who are very punctual in keeping 
to their exact times and forms of 
devotion; have fallen ſhort of any 
viſible improvement in virtue. 
The ſame pride, frowardneſs, 
falſhood, covetouſneſs, . and bit- 
1 E 3 terneſs 
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terneſs of ſpirit, bave appear'd in 
many who have been conſtant 
frequenters of the publick as well 
as cloſet forms of prayer; as if 
God had not been in all their 
thoughts. The reaſon, whereof 
ſeems to be: becauſe their formal 
petitions ſuperſede their habitual 
endeavours. Men are apt to think, 
that ſince. they ſpend in every 
day ſuch a portion of time in 
prayer, they have done; all their 
part: and ſo they leave God Al- 
mighty to take care of the event. 
And this is indeed all we can do 
when we make our petitions to 
23 Our 
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our benefactors upon earth, viz. 
offer up our requeſts to them, ei- 
ther by word or writing, and then 

only expect their anſwer. 
But 'tis otherwiſe with relation 
to God. Our petitions to him 
muſt not take off from our con- 
ſtant endeavours to perform that 
work for which we pray his en- 
ablement. And this occaſional 
devotion, Which I would recom- 
mend, is in its own nature a con- 
ſtant endeavour after: virtue, as 
well as a ſerious petition for it. 
For it ariſeth from a frequent ob- 
ſervation of ourſelves in our par- 
Non e ticular 
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_ ticular occurring circumſtances ; 
from which obfervation ſuitable 
deſires wallalmoſt neceſlarily flow. 
As if at any time I ſind that I have 
done an ill thing, immediately 
upon the diſcovery, I beg God's 
pardon, and reſolve to make re- 
compence for the ill I have done. 


Or if 1 have deſigned any evil in 


my heart, and preſently beg par- 


don of him Who kucweth the ſe- 


crets therevf.; in ſo doing I have 
given cheek to its progreſs. ; In 
like manner, if I have ſpoken 
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upon recollection thereof I aſk 
forgiveneſs of God, and deſire 
that I may not do the like for the 
future: but on the contrary, that 
I may govern my tongue better ; 


, and to 
form- myſelf upon a principle of 
virtne, SH be e n 
Every night and mornang are 
proper times of leiſure to call to 
mind. the ages wo e 


in all this I ans labouring to wath- 
draw my ſoul from — 


os - 


and advantages we have receive 
the day or night preceeding. A 
this recollection being accompa- 
ny'd with thankfulneſs to out 
PD 7. great 
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| great preſerver, is the actual con- 
tinuance and carrying on of our 
gratitude to God. If I perceive 
pride or paſſion to 1 in my 
heart, ſo that I am apt to put a 
great value upon every thing I do, 
and deſpiſe others: or if I find 
myfelf- 8 concern d for any 
little worldly advantage, or any 
mall punctilio of hendur ; and 


Hereupoh I beg of God for an 
pümble ſpirit, and à heavenly 


mind; I am herein endeavouring 
to expel the poiſon of fin by its 
Proper antidote. ' 

We cannot but feel the diſoe- 


ders 
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ders of our minds, as much as 
the diſeaſes of our bodies. And. 
the cauſes: of a diſorder'd mind 
are much more eaſily diſcern'd, 
than the cauſes of a bodily diſ- 
temper. For either my mind is 
troubled for want or loſſes, or it 
may be for the proſperity of o- 
thers, or want of a revenge, or 
becauſe L cannot have my will in 
what I deſign'd. Upon theſe or 
ſuch like occaſions, the proper 
cure is devotional, in begging 
God's pardon for my (diſcontent: 
and being deſirous that my: will 
ſhould be ſubmitted to his, ** 
pd as 
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has taught me that I ſhould not 
return evil for- evil, but that 1 
mould love my neighbour as my. 
ſelf. This ſort of ſoliloquy, and 
occaſional mental addreſs to God, 
is a ſure way to compoſe the diſ. 
orders of our thoughts. | For theſ: 
growing power of any fin, is moſt 
certainly ſuppreſsd by intradu- 
cing the rene, into ourFbenef 
- deſires: * 1 actual 
The ſame method t sel ply h 
as to ſins of omiſſion, A ſeriou Th 
perſon. will obſerve neglects off ſrom 
common duties, which reſpect 
either God or man. He _ 
| | ut 
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but take notice how much he has 
neglected his buſineſs, or | his 
health; how little he has conſi- 
dered God as his owner, governor, 


- Wand benefactor; and how ſmall a 


portion of what God has bleſs'd 
him with he has laid out upon the 


good of his fellow-creatures, And 


if hereupon a man is ſeriouſly de- 
ſirous to become more dutiful to 
God, more uſeful to himſelf, and 
beneficial to others, he is therein 
actually bending his mind to ſup- 
ply his former omiſſions. ” 
This caſual devotion ariſing 
from the obſervation of eo 
under 
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under the common circumſtances 
of life (altho it can have no ſet 
times and forms preſcnb'd to it) 
will be very effectual to produce, 
preſerve, and increaſe a true ſenſe 
of religion within us. And if you 
are pleas'd to apply your thoughts 
hereunto, as occaſion ſhall direct 
you, this devotion will ſoon be 
come habitual, cuſtomary and 
eaſy. And its returns, which wil 
be frequent and ſhort,” will be a 
continual reſtraint from evil doing, 
and an actual exerciſe of virtue. 

This exerciſe which I have been 
preſcribing, is commonly reſerv d 
Si ; t 
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to be perform'd all at once, in an 
actual preparation before receiv- 
ing the Sacrament of the Logpy's 
SoppER; which is uſually per- 
form'd by help of an artificial ca- 
talogue of ſins methodically col- 


lected out of the Ten Command- 


ments, according to which cata- 
logue, ſet forms of confeſſions are 
drawn up, which the preparant is 
to take upon content, and without 


any ſort of judgment or diſcretion 


of his own, he confeſſes himſelf 
guilty of all the fins therein men- 
tion'd together, with all their ag- 


Stayations, though, it may be, 


many 
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many of them were of ſuch a 
heinous nature, as never enter'd 
into his heart to commit. And 
if theſe catalogues and confeſſional 
forms are read over once a quar- 
ter of a year, or, it may be, once 
a month againſt the uſual Sacra- 
ment-day, the work of . 
tion is thought to be well paſs'd 
over. | ; $. #0 11 1 


"Yet I cannot but think it bet- 
ter to keep a conſtant cuſtomary 
watch over ourſelves, and upon 
the firſt diſcovery of any evil de- 
ſign or action, immediately to re- 
tract it Within our own hearts, as 

* in 
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in the preſence of God, and by 
mental prayer, proper to the oc- | 
caſion, arm ourſelves againſt com- 


mitting the like for the future. 


Hereby you diſcharge a duty in 


its proper ſeaſon, which is better 


than to delay it to a prefix d di- 
ſtance of time: for what is moſt 
freſh in memory, will make the 


moſt lively impreſſion upon us; 


but may ina little time be for- 


gotten. Beſides, we ate apt to 


turn forms into formalities: and 
a natural diſcharge of religious 


duties muſt be more improving 
than an artificial one. 
ah oe And 
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And by this your Ladyſhip ſees 
the reaſon why I have written a 
_ diſcourſe of Religion in general, 
in anſwer to your letter, wherein 
you wrote only concerning the 
Lord's Supper, viz. becauſe I 
eſteem a ſerious well - inclin'd 
temper of mind to be the beſt pre- 
paration, either for that, or * 
other of the ordinances of Jefus 
Chriſt, that we may partake: of 
them with advantage and delight. 
David adviſes us to delight our- 
ſelves in the Lord, i. e. in all bis 
ways and ordinances. And I can- 
not ſee n dun — 
the 
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the Lord's table, and participation 
at it, ſhould be accompany'd with 
greater anxieties of mind than our 
communicating in any other holy 
office ; ſuch as publick prayer or 
-preaching, We expect the ſame 

leſling of God in the 1mprove- 
ment of - 6ur' virtues from all of 
theſe ordinances alike. And why 
with terror upon our minds we 
ſhould uſe any of thoſe means 
which God has ordain'd for our 
good, I do net underſtand.” A 
man mdeed ought to perform 
every religious office {eriouſk 
and foberly ;'but fear by amuſing 
#4 F 2 and 
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and diſtracting the mind, is apt to 


render the ordinance un mn | 


Men ought likewiſe to be diſ 
courag'd from coming to prayer, 
preaching or . communicating at 
the Lord's Table, with a careleſs, 
or profane temper of mind: be- 
cauſe ſuch unpreparedneſs does 
-harden men's hearts, and renders 
the ordinance unprofitable. Such 
as this was\the-caſe of the Corin- 
thians, who in celebrating the 
Lord's Supper, were ſo inconſide- 
rate of what they came to do, that 
ſome of them were drunk at the 
Lord's table, as you read 1 Cor. 

f II. 
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xi. 21, and to this their profane 
behaviour, thoſe texts of Scripture 
do particularly relate, which - 
fright ſome men from, and othe 
in receiving the Sacrament: on 
this account *twas ſaid, by St. Paul, 
that they were guilty of the body 
© and blood of Chriſt; and to eat 
Cand drink damnation to them- 
Q ſelves, not diſcerning the Lord's 
© body,” ver. 27, 29. i. e. by ſuch 
a profane and uilworthy commu- 
nicating, they call down God's 
judgments upon themſelves :* for 
ſo the word damnation ought to 
be underſtood, becauſe it refers to 
. at. . "= 
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the judgments ſpecify'd i in the fol- 
lowing verſe, where tis ſaid, that 
© for this cauſe (viz. of drunken 
© communicating) many are weak 
© and 11 ckly among you ,and many; 
©{leep, 7.2. die. ver. 30. Now to 
avoid theſe judgments he exhorts 


them to examine themſelves, i. e. 


to conſider with themſelves what: 


was the meaning of that duty 


which they were to perform at the 
Lord's ae „which duty was this, 
viz, to call to mind the death of 


Jeſus Chriſt. And this comme- 


moration is by St. Paul ſtild Diſ- 
cerning the Lord's body, 


The 
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The viſible ſigns of our Savi- 
our's death, which we diſcern on 
the Lord's table, do prepare onr 
minds to contemplate a divine 
perſon, who for his great charity 
to the ſtupid world, ſuffer'd the 
higheſt injuſtice, with ſuch an in- 
vincible patience, and heroick 


fortitude, as was ſuperior to the 


ſharpeſt malice of his enemies. 
Thereby ſetting before us the 
brighteſt example of an unſhaken 
reſolution, to do good in ſpight of 
all diſcouragements. | 
You will perceive, Madam, by - 
this diſcourſe, that the Chriſtian 
. religion 
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religion is a wiſe, a plain, and 
a ſhort inſtitution; the belief 
whereof was deſign'd to ſave our 
ſouls from the power and danger 
of ſin, by ingraft ing virtuous ha- 
bits in our minds. Vou will like- 
wiſe perceive, that J hold it ne- 


ceſſary to keep a conſtant watch 


over ourſelves, to repent as often 
as we perceive ourſelves. to tranſ- 
greſs, and by occaſional mental 
devotion, incline our hearts to ob- 
ſerve the law of Chriſt; and all 
this in order to build up a habit: 
of virtue within us. You wall alſo 
perceive, that the emp 
Sa | of . 
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of the death of Chriſt, with all its 


circumſtances, tends to the ſame 
admirable end. 
And if theſe or any other means 


ſhall work upon you to be gene- 


rouſly juſt, to bear a good will to 
all men, to do what good you can, 
and to be unconcern'd for the 


events of things which are not 


within your power; you will be 
eaſy within yourſelf, and ſatisfy'd 
in your own conſcience, which is 
the dawn of heaven upon earth ; 
and you may chearfully commu- 
nicate at any time. 
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SECOND LETTER. 
Mabau, 

Han lately been in con- 
verlation with a we, of 

your acquaintance, ſhe took oc- 

caſion to ſpeak concerning the 


letter F wrote to 9 75 ladyſhip ; 
which was publiſh'd a few years 


ſince. under the title of A Lapr's 
REericzon.', $he was pleas'd to 
favour me ſo far as to ſay, that, 
the letter did contain a good mo- 
ral dgctrine: but ſhe thought it 
a.blameable omillion in me, to 
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paſs over in ſilence thoſe many 
doctrines bf the Chriſtian faith, 
which ſhe thought of abſolute ne- 


ceſlity to our ſalvation. To this 
_ objection I reply'd, that my de- 


ſign in writing the Letter of Re- 
ligion to your Ladyſhip, was 
only to recommend the moral 
law of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt from 


its n intrinſick worth, Which 
appears in thoſe many and great 
advantages, which the ſerious 


practice thereof would certainly 
confer upon mankind. Not in- 
tending thereby, to diminiſh 


Wight from the doctrine of the 


Chriſtian 


Vis d your ladyſhip, not to per 
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Chriſtian faith, which IS  there- 
fore worthy of All acceptation; 


becauſe tis a means to enforce - 
the goſpel moral upon our prac- 


tice. Upon which account it is 
truly ſaid to ſave our ſouls, ſince 


it promotes our ready obedience 
to the evangelical law of our Lord 


and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.” And 


for. this reaſon it Was that 1 ad- 


py your thoug ts with thoſe 


doctrines of Gait? which are of a 


myſterious nature ; for that ſuch 


doctrines. which we cannot well 


; Als cannot well be apply'd 


"either 
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either as motives or 1 5 to 
engage us in practical Duties. have 
Tents had the good fortune men 
to give the lady ſome ſatisfaftion MW fre 
as to this point ; but preſently ſhe part 
objected to me another omnſion, fear, 
which (ſhe thought) wasof greater Fe 
conſequence than the former. For 
Solomon of old (faid ſhe): recom- 
mended the fear of Gol as a fun- 
damental*of religion. Our $4- 
viour Chriſt too puts us in mind 
"of the worm which never dies. 
And St. Paul Kt I miſtake not) 
Wakes uſe of „the tetrots of the 
© Lord to perſuade men to righte- 
ae 6 


ter 
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© ouſneſs But you (ſaid ſhe) in 
your letter to my worthy friend, 
have not only omitted this funda- 
mental point; but in ſome mea- 
ſure diſcouraged her as to that 
part of 7 1 which conſiſts in 
fear, in ſaying, That 2h 
© Fear: by hk." and i 
« diſtracting the mind, 
© 1s apt to render God's ordinanee 
© un profitable? Anis! 
All that I reply'd at that time 
was, that Solomon meant no more 
than only to ſay, that the Fear 
(or Dread) of God Was introduc- 
tor y tg religion; The Fear of 

erktf F God 
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© God (ſaid he) is the beginning 
© of Wiſdom.'- Prov. ix. 10. But 
he did not eſteem the fear of that 
ſort as any part of religion; for 
ag much as every Duty is ac- 
ceptable to God, muſt ariſe from 
our love to him, which is tlie 
only ſpring and fountain from 
whence all truly: religiobs per- 
r mances can flow: and which 
fails not to caſt out all fort: of 
fear, except that filial and legiti- 
mate kind which. itſelf naturally 
produceth. And in this manner 
(ſaid I that great Sage in Iſrael, 
Tels the fon of Sirack e ined 
imſelf 
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himſelf hereupon in his Book of 
Eccleſiaſticus, chap. xxv. ver. 11, 


12. © The love of the Lord paſſetli 
© all things for illumination. That 


is, true religion gives the beſt light 


and direction to human under- 
ſtanding. And then it follows, 
The fear of the Lord is the be- 
© ginning of his love.“ That is, 


the fear of God will prepare us for 


that love of God, which by its il- 
lumination will direct and encou- 
rage us in the duties of religion. 

To this quotation I added the 
reaſon of the thing, by appealing 
to her own judgment, whether ſne 
would not _— a ſervice done 
Fea th to 
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to her by her children, her rela- 
tions, or even her ſervants, out 
of a principle of Love, much bet- 
ter than ſuch ſervices which ariſe 
only from Fear. Nay, I aſked, 
if a real benefit which was done 
to her out of no good-will could 
be ſo much as thank-worthy. 

But theſe replies gave her no 
ſatisfaction; becauſe the book Ec- 
cleſiaſticus was Apocryphal ; and 


becauſe compariſons ought not to 


be alledg'd for proofs, but ſhould 
be uſed only for Illuſtration. 


' Wherefore ſhe deſir'd me to give 


her better ſatisfaction in the point 
of Fear, as to what part 2 
in 
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in the affair of Religion, which 
reaſonable command laid on me 
by her, gave occaſion to the fol- 
lowing diſcourſe, which I take 
the liberty to addreſs to your la- 
dyſhip in this preſent letter: it 
being not grounded upon the au- 
thority of any Apocrypbal writer, 
but of St. John the Apoſtle of Je- 
ſus Chriſt; whoſe words are theſe, 
1 Joh. iv. 18. © There is no fear 
© 1n love; but perfect love caſteth 
© out fear: becauſe fear hath tor- 
© ment: he that feareth, is not 
© made perfect in love.” 

But ſince Fear, as well as Love 


and all the other ” is fixed 
| 2 


origi- 
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originally in human nature, it 
may juſtly ſeem ſomewhat ſtrange 
to your Ladyſhip, that any thing 
ſhould be ſuppos d capable of caſt- 
ing it out. For ſhould Fear or any 
other paſſion be ejected or eraz'd 
from the ſoul, Human Nature 
would appear imperfect: for as 
much as every paſſion ſerves to a 
Proper uſe and deſign in the frame 
of Man. Thus Fear gives a check 
to raſh proceedings, and Hope 
gives courage to attempt any good 1 
deſign tho difficult to be accom- a 
pliſned. Hatred makes the ſoul ſe 
to ſtart at the appearance of evil, te 
whilſt Love joins it to its trueſt 
r tl 
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intereſt, and produceth Joy in the 
conſtant purſuit of what is good. 
Sadneſs diſcovers to us the vanity 
of inſatiable deſires, and unreaſon- 
able expectations. And Anger 
ſtands like a bold Centinel with 
ſword in hand, to keep inſolent 
behaviour at a diſtance. Surely 
theſe ſprings of motion whichGod 
hath placed in the ſoul, for the pro- 
ſecuting of good ends, and avoid- 
ing evil, cannot be caſt out. Or if 
any of em were excluded, ſome - 
ſcar or imperfection in the human 
temper would be left behind. 
Indeed if any of them exceed 
their proper bounds, ſo that they 
c 2 become 
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become malignant, or at leaſt bur- 
denſome to uature; we have rea- 
ſon to reduce them within their 
juſt limits. Or if one of them takes 
upon him to diſcharge the office 
which of right belongeth to ano- 
ther (as a man may hate what he 


ſhould love, and rejoice when he 


ſhould weep) it ought to be caſt 


out of that unnatural uſurpation, 


and the proper affection ought to 
be reſtored to its right ſul function, 
as in the caſe alledged by St. John 
in that place upon which I ground 
my argument. If Fear ſhall take 
upon itſelf to be the Spring- head 
of all our reverence for Deity, and 


; 
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of our obedience to the divine will; 
in ſuch a caſe the ſoul ought to be 
reſcued from the bondage of Fear, 
and be ſubjected to the rightful 
fway of Love: fo which affection 
it owes its natural allegiance. For 
whenſoever a ſoul is impregnate 
with a ſincere love to God, it will 
not endure to be engaged in the 
1 of its duty by fear, 

ut will caſt off its yoke, and ab- 
hor its uſurpation. And in this 
ſenſe, Madam, Itake it, That per- 
fect love caſteth out fear. | 
But ſince 'tis not in the power 
of Love totally to extinguiſh the 
paſſion of Fear, but all it pretends 
123 G 4 to, 
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to, is only to confine it within its 
proper bounds, ſo that it may not 
intrude itſelf into the ſphere of 
Love. I ſhall from hence take oc- 
caſion to ſet forth to your Lady- 
Mip, (1) what fear of God is con- 
ſiſtent with the love of God, and 
what is caſt out thereby. (2) what 
Fear of man is conſiſtent with di- 
vine love, and what is caſt out by 
it. And (30 what fear of hell is con- 
ſiſtent therewith, and what is not. 
I. As to the firſt of theſe parti- 
culars, tis evident, that —— 
ſuppoſeth God to be © an Eternal 
© Spirit, without body, parts, or 
— 3 of * power, wiſ⸗ 


© dom, 
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© dom, and goodneſs, the maker 
© and preſerver of all things; (as 
our church in her firſt article de- 
ſcribes him) and hereupon has 
form'd himſelf upon a principle of 
high eſteem and humble affection, 
as alſo of love and gratitude to his 
great owner, governor, and bene- 
factor; cannot but be affected with 
a reverential awe, and fear of miſ- 
behaving himſelf in the preſence 
of God. Such a one will fear the 
Lord of heaven and earth, walk- 
ing humbly before him; and thro? 
a watchful denial of himſelf, he 
will hold no confederacy with any 
known ſin. Nor will he dare = 
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do an unjuſt action, tho? never ſo 
much to his advantage. 
this, becauſe he fears to offend him 
whom he loves, and eſteems as the 
fountain of all good. 
According to this notion, good 
men have been called the .— 
of God ; with reſpect to the dutiful 
bebaviour of an — child to 
an indulgent father. For by how 
much ſuch a one is ſenſible of the 
tender affection his parent bears 
to him, by how much the more 


ſenſible he is that all his preſent 


enjoyments and hopes of future 
advantage, are deriv'd from the 
M loving diſpoſition of his 

parent, 


And all 
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parent, ſo much the more will he 
indulge within himſelf a conſtant 
fear of offending, But then this 
fear hath no torment, neither is it 
impoſed upon the child, but is his 
own free choice, his joy, and ſa- 
tisfaction; and always increaſing 
in proportion, to the love he bears 
to his father. 

But on the contrary, Madam, 
fear which bath torment, ſuch as 
St. John ſpeaketh of will be caſt 
out by a love to God. For when 
with delight we ſee that the world 
is conſtantly ſupported by the di- 
vine bounty; why ſhould we ſuffer 
ourſelves to be tormented with 

anxious 


FN 
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anxious cares and fears for food and 
raiment? which two things in con- 
junction are a ſufficient fund of 


' contentment, according to an 


univerſal rule of reaſon laid down 
by St. Paul, Having food and 
© raiment let us be therewith con- 
ent. vr Tim. vi . 
Inconſiſtent therefore with the 
love of God, is ſuch a fear as is 
ſelfiſn. Where the ſmart of pu- 
niſhment for ſin is dreaded more 
than the diſpleaſure of God. In 
the ſpirit of this ſlaviſh fear, Pha- 
raoh made ſome faint reſolutions, 
to {et an enthralled people at li- 
berty : but as ſoon as the _— 
FEM oft ns . 
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of God's rod was allay'd he reco- 
ver'd his former cruelty, and re- 
ſolved to perpetuate their bon- 
dage. Thus a wolf or lyon, un- 
der the immediate diſcipline of a 
ſevere. keeper, holding the rod of 
correction in his hand, may ſuffer 
a lamb to lie ſafely within his 
reach; but this abſtinence from 
preſent rapine changes not the 
nature of the beaſt. The one is 
not leſs a wolf, nor the other leſs 
à lyon, than at other times. 
Beſides, Madam, there is this 
reat inconſiſtency between the 
ove of God, and ſuch: a flaviſh 
feat as has been now oa” > 
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that he who loveth God will take 
delight and high ſatisfaction, in 
contemplation of the divine 
power, wiſdom and goodneſs; but 
he who ſerveth God out of a prin- 
ciple of ſlaviſh fear, which always 
compels him to a& contrary to 
his inclination, can take no de- 
light in the contemplation of God. 
But rather wiſheth'that there were 
no knowledge in the moſt High 
to diſcern; or no power to puniſh. 
In this reſpect tis, that the fool 
hath ſaid in his heart there is no 
God: the fool is a wicked man; 
the language of the heart is deſire. 
So that the plain ſenſe of that ſay- 
48414 108 
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ing is, that an ill-inclin'd man, 

wiſheth that there were no God. 
But if you will conſider Deity 
as twas deſcrib'd by the Philoſo- 
phers of old, you will find the 
divine nature ſet forth in the moſt 
lively manner by Pythagoras as 
he is cited by Juſtin Martyr in his 
exhortations to the Greeks. Thus: 
God is ſurely one, nor is he re- 
© ſident' (as ſome imagine) with- 
© out the ſtructure of the univerſe, 
© but is intire within himſelf; ſur- 
© veying all generations in a com- 
© pleat circle. He is the tempe- 
© rament of all ages, the agent of 
© his own powers and works: the 
pri- 
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© ptinciple of all things indivi- 
dual: the light of the heavens, 
© 4nd the parent of all: the life 
and animation of every crea- 
© ture: the motion of all ſucceſ- 
© ſions and alterations.“ I was 
yg, that if you ſhall thus con- 
der Deity as the vital ſpirit of 
the univerſe, you will find ſuffi- 
cient engagements to the love 
thereof, from every obſervation 
you will make upon nature. 

pon this conſideration of Deity 
it may be ſaid, That © the hea- 
vens declare the glory of God, 
and the firmament ſhews his 
© handy-work,” Pſal. xix. 1. _ 
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what ſort of affections can this de- 
clarat ion of heaven and earth raiſe 
in the temper of man beſides eſ- 
teem,complacency, and gratitude? 
which being put together, make 
up that compoſition of love, whictr 
caſteth out fear. wi 40 
. *Tis this contemplation of na- 
ture, Madam, tis this cloſe obſer- 
vation of. that ſubſerviency which 
the inferior and ſmaller ſyſtems 


of natural Beings, pay to the 


greater and ſuperior, which raiſes 
an high eſteem for the wonderful 
artificer, by © whom all things 
e live and move. and have their 
beings; by whom every office 
* H of 
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of ſenſation 1s, performed.: ſo.that 
we may © taſte and ſee how good 
- © the Lord is: Pfal. xxxiv. 8. And 
from thence conclude by ſenſible 
demonſtration, that all delight 1s 
the creature of Deity, continually 
obliging us to a comfortable par- 
ticipation of divine bounty, and 
thereby to a conſtant return of 
praiſe and thanks. n 
And if that ſmall portion of ex- 
perimental knowledge in the wiſ- 
dom, power, and goodneſs of God, 
to which in this life we may at- 
tain; can raiſe us to ſuch a ſin- 
cere, love of God as can expel all 


the. torment of fear; ſurely an 


eternal 
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eternal progreſſive knowledge of 
that inexhauſtible ſubject, may 
be eſteem'd an eternal fountain of 
delight. 

But at preſent, what umbrage 
can be given to fear from the con- 
templation of Deity ? Can that 
divine wiſdom by which all things 
are contrived for our uſe, or that 
divine power by which all things 
are ſupported for our conſtant ſa- 
tisfaction, ſuffer any one to give 
way to ſuperſtitious fears? As if 

Deity were auſtere and rigorous, 

eaſily provoked by ſome ſmall,” 

and perhaps unavoidable miſtakes: 

af creatures; and as eaſily ap- 
* H 2 peas d 
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peagd with ſome ſlight formalities 
and external performances. 


. 
= 


This falſe idea of Deity, Ma- 
dam, cannot be gathered up from 
your obſervation of nature ; but 
mult ariſe from that narrow, and 
froward temper, which the weaker 
ſort of men too frequently feel 
within themſelves.. And altho' 
the wiſe Solomon. built an houſe 
for the Lord, which was accepted 
of God, as all the Jewiſh rites 
were, through divine condeſcen- 
ſion ; yet St. Stephen ſpeaking of 
that temple, makes this obſerva- 
tion therenpon, . © Howbeit the 
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ples, as faith the prophet, Hea- 
ven 18 my throne, and earth 1s 
© my footſtool, what houſe will ye 
© build me, faith the Lord, or what 
© is the place of my reſt? hath not 
my hand made all theſe things? 
Acts vii. 48. In like manner, al- 
though thro' the ſame condeſcen- 
ſion God accepted the ſacrifices 
of Hrael, yet the prophets bare 
witneſs that he did not require o 
command Te ER Indeed 
this appears 1n the ver innin 
of I Leite book Moſes 
Where ' tis thus written: And the 


= 
c 


Lord called to Moſes out of the 


*/ tabernacle of the congregation, 
${1913 1% H 3 © laying, 
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© ſaying, ſpeak unto the children 
© of Iſrael, and ſay unto them, if 
any man of you bring an offer- 
ting unto the Lord, ye mall bring 
your offering of the cattle, even 


© of the herd; and of the flock: 


If his offering be a burnt-ſacri- 
© fice of the herd, let him offer a 
£ male without blemiſh; he ſhall 
© offer it of his own voluntary will 
© at the door of the tabernacle of 
© the congregation before theLord.) 
Lev. i. 1. Sc. So that ſacrifices 
ſeem to be as much a human as a 
divine inſtitution. And it may 
without any abſurdity be ſup- 
poſed, that Cain and Abel, or any 
| —- ;  antient 
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antient inhabitants of the world, 
might. appoint ſome certain day 
to join their ſtores together, to the 

intent that they and their families 
might © eat ou drink to the glory 
©of God, as St. Paul ſpeaks. 1 Cor. 
X. 31. i. e. whilſt ey were parta- 
Kers at a plentiful table, they 
might expreſs their thanks to God 
who farniſhed it out for them. 
Tis poſſible alſo, that the original 
defign of this thankſgiving feſtival 
'Y 15550 in after-times be forgotten 
poſterity, who might yet re- 

15 the auth of ſacrificing upon 
à miſtaken ſuppoſal that the 150 
lemn ſlaughter of their cattle was 

a 4 
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a thing well-pleaſing to God ; be- 
Cuauſe it was (as to them it ſeem'd) 
a religious obſeryation. of their 
fore-fathers. And from hence it 
might come, that ſacrifices and 
offerings were once the catholick 
religion of the world. But for an 
unprejudiced perſon to conceive - 
that the Deity ſhould be pleas d 
with the ſlaughter of hecatombs, 
is aſuppoſitionof a ſtrange nature. 
And whence could it ariſe, but 
from the miſleading of fear, which 
induced weak men to believe, that 
God being angry with them for 
their fins, mult have his anger ap- 
pealed by the ſlanghtet pf at 
„ 
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that he may be oroyatted n upon to 
ſpare the lives of men. 

Now to give your Ladyſhip, a. 
eneral account, how this matter 
ood of old; as far as I can reach 

into antiquity, it appears that fear 
gave to. mankind one moiety of 
their notion of God. For 'twas 
generally believed of old, that 
Deity was made up of two co- 
ordinate powers; the one for 
good; the other for evil. And 
tis a long time paſt, ſince men's 
fancies found out names for the 
chymerical objects of their fears. 
So of old the Hebrews called theſe 
bo i principles. by the 
2 names 
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names of Gad and Meni. The 
Egyptians called them Ofyris 
and Typhon. In the Greek in- 
feriptions upon ſuneral urns are 
| — met the letters Theta 

an 


Kappa, the initial letters of 
 Theois and*RKakois the unlucky 


Gods. The Romans expreſſed 
the ſame thing by Joves and Vae- 
joves; hard names which I am 
fore d to trouble your Lady ſhip 
with. And the aſtrologers carry 
on the fame notion to this day, 
under the ſtyle of favourable and 
malignant aſpects. I cannot tell 
how long it is ſince the Perſians 
received this opinion under the 
ann names 


#- 
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names of Oromaſdes and Arima. 
nius; but it may be computed 
how long 'tis ſince Manes. Mani- 
chaeus, a Perſian. by birth, and a 
Chriſtian by profeſſion, revived 
that ancient opinion of the Per- 
ſians, which by the Chriſtians of 
that age, was called the Mani- 


Chaean hereſy; and was a belief 


of two co-ordinate. ſupreme po- 
wers, the one good, the other evil. 
This hereſy was firſt broached in 
the reign ofAureliah the Emperor; 
and in the year of our Lord 273. 
Doubtleſs, twas the prevailing 
power of fear, which armed Ju- 
piter with his thunderbolt, ove 
0 Wit 
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with his ſpear, and Apollo with 
his- bow. And what can your 
Ladyſhip think of thoſe parents 
who forced their children to paſs 
through the fire to Molech, tho 
it were only to ſcorch their ſkins; 
which is the mildeſt interpretation 
of thoſe words of Moſes whereby 
That ſort of cruely was forbidden, 
Lev. xviii. 21. What can your 


Ladyſhip think of thoſe parents, 


but that they were ſcared out of 
their wits? And what opinion 
can you conceive of thoſe parents 
who burnt their children to Adra- 
melech and Anamelech the Gods 
of Sephervaim, 2 Kings xvii. bu 
Irs us 
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but that they were frightened out 
of all ſenſe. of humanity. For, 
what can be - diſcovered. in the 
philoſophick notion of Deity; 
which may give umbrage to ſuch 
enormous: ſuperſtitious. tears? But 
on the other hand, might not Py. 
thagoras well be ſtyled: a divine 
philoſopher, who came into Italy 
in the reign of Tarquinius Super- 
bus (as Cicero informs us) to give 
the then barbarous people, ſuch 
a true notion of Deity, as might 


_ diſſipate all ſuperſtitious fears, 


and afford a folid comfort ? For 
if Deity: be no other than the vi- 
tal ſpirit of the univerſe, and 

NUT: common 
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common parent of mankind, re- 
verence, love and gratitude, be- 
come due from man to God: and 
Pythagoras might well aſk the 
queſtion, 
3 or —— themſelves 
ithal. vid repreſents him 
ſpeaking: ee 
Quid Styga, quid tenebras, & na- 


mina vana ſimetis? 


And far the ſame reaſon was i 

Madam, that Moſes . 
the Jews to bring their ſacrifices 
e of the tabernacle, viz, 
- t they might not be offer'd to 
fearful objects, which the ſerip- 
Fat ture 
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ture call Devils. © They ſhall no 
© more offer their ſacrifice to de- 
© vils, Lev. xvii. 7. Upon which 
text it may be obſerved, that the 
original word which in our tranſ- 
lation is rendred devils, is by La- 
tin interpreters ſet forth by moſt 
odious, frightful, and horrid ideas. 
Such as piloſi, villoſi, Birſuti, hirct, 
Satyri, horridi, borriſici. And 
particularly Bochart in his trea- 
tiſe upon the animals mentioned 
in the Old Teſtament, comment- 
ing upon the text of Moſes, ſays, 


that this word which we tranſlate 
devils, was given as a name to the 


idols of Canaan, guod horripilatio- 


nem 
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nem iis incutzunt quibus apparent; 
1, e. becauſe their figures were ſo 
terrible; that a mans hair would 


ſtand an end at their appearance. 


And whoever will read the chap- 
ter laſt cited, will find Moſes pre- 
venting Pythagoras in his deſign 
of diſſuading men from entertain- 
ing a frightful idea of Deity ; and 
commanding that fince facrifices 
were the worſhip then in uſe, his 
country men fhould thereby pay 
their homage to that God, 0 
character was Gracious and Mer- 
ciful, the great Deliverer of that 
particular people, and one who 
{till reſerved a particular — 

pr | or 


% 


"of a LADY. 129 
for them. This character is in its 
nature fitted to raiſe veneration, 
love, and hope; but fear is an 


unbecoming treatment of ſuch a 


ay 

And yet behold; Madam, a 

e than Pythagoras is here. 
mean St. John, who in his epiſ- 

tle which at 4 I cited, ſets forth 

the character of God, by the ideas 

of light and love, 1 John 1. F. 


© God-is light, and in him is no 


© darkneſs at all.” And Tin ano- 


ther place he gives the moſt ami- 


able character of Deity, ſaying, 
that © God is love, 1 Joh. iv. 8. 


Nane to the firſt of theſe two cha- 
racters' 


far I 
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racters of God, that illuſtrious one 
of light, you cannot ſuppoſe it to 
be an object of fear, but rather of 
comfort and joy; for as much as 
the morning light has been always 
obſerved, to diſpel thoſe fears 


* which have been occaſioned by 


the foregoing darkneſs; tis this 
daily flowing tide of brightneſs, 
which tinctures the earth with its 
glory, rendering it thereby, both 
uſeful and delightful to mankind. 
On the contrary, how dreadſul 
was it once for the Egyptians to 
fit under that thick miſt of pal. 
pable darkneſs, which hlatted out 
three whole days? In how me- 

lancholy 
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lancholy a manner did they paſs 
away their time, when © they 
©{aw not one another, neither 


© aroſe any one from his place? 


Exod. x. 23. But how joyful an 
hone was that wherein the ſun 
aroſe to diſpel the horror. they bad 
ſo long lain under? And Look! 
what light is to the eye, that 
fame thing is knowledge to the 
mind. The inſtruction of God 
18 as delightful and refreſhing to 
the ſoul, as the riſing ſun to a 
traveller, who has been beating 
ont his way all night. By divine 
inſtruction a man finds a plain 
way through the world, notwith- 
BBY i i ſtanding 
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ſtanding all the by-paths of fanc 
and  uafion 3. Reb nt 115 
up the whole of religieus duty in 
reverence for God, care over our- 
ſelves, and kindneſs to our fellow- 
creatures: each part whereof is 


delightful and recreative to the 
ſpirit of man. Reverence for the 


Deity is the privilege of man 


above the beaſt, which knows not 


that he is in the care and keeping 
of God. But *tis the glory of 
man to know and acknowledge 
his gracious owner, governor, 
and benefactor. | 
As to the other two ſummary 
parts of divine inſtruction, care 
over 
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over ourſelves, and kindneſs to 
our fellow-creatures, the perfor-- 
mance of thoſe duties, carries nd- 
thing 11 1t of fear or torment, but 
is pleaſant as light to the eye 
and marrow to the bones.“ The 
firſt of theſe two duties 1s preſer- 
vative of foul and body, from the 
diſmal effects which unruly paſ- 
ſion, and ungoverned appetite 
too frequently produce. And as 
*tis a horrid ſpectacle to behold a 
man out of the uſe of himſelf, as 
to have ſeen © Saul breathing out 
© threatenings, . and flaughter a- 
© gainſt the diſciples of the Lord, 
© making havock of the church, 
Us I 3 *© entering 
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L entering into every houſe,. hal- 


„Ing men and women and com- 
© mitting them to priſon.” Ads 


viii, 8. So on the contrary, how 


pleaſant muſt it have been to have 
{cen his © labours of love :? to have 
been a witneſs of his © wearineſs 
© and painfulneſs, his often watch- 
© ings, his hunger and thirſt, his 
© cold, and nakedneſs, by reaſon 
of his © great care of all the obur- 
ches which came upon him 
© daily. 1 Cor xi. 


Beſides, let any one but con- 


fult his own experience, and ſee 
if there be any thing frightful or 


weren, in 5258 conſcious of 


his 
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his own good will and affection to 
mankind ; or in being conſcious 
of the merited love and eſteem 
which- he has gain'd from others 
thereby. And let a man examine 
himſelf if there be any pleaſure 
which the world affords equal to 
the ſatisfaction he receives from 
relieving the neceſſities of his fel- 
low- creatures, according to the 
inſtruction of God. | 
But on the other hand, where 


unwarranted traditions, and vain 


imaginations of men prevail over 


the light of God, the minds of 


men will be perplexed with dark 


ſuſpicions and tormenting fears. - 
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As for inſtance, if it be not cer- 
tain that St. Peter was at Rome, 
all the pretences which uphold the 
Roman-cathohok communion fall 
to the ground: then there is no 
ſucceſſor in power with the keys 


ol heaven, nor any infallible apo- 
ſtolical commiſſioner to guide the 


flock of Chriſt, Andrthat St.Peter 
ever was at Rome is no part of di- 
vine inſtruction. Now fince this 
great, and, as they pretend, uni- 


verſal flock of Chriſt are uncer- 


tain of their guide, how muſt their 
doubts and fears multiply upon 
them, in relation to the way they 
ought to take? What ſecurity can 

oy”! they 
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they have, that the pardons and 
indulgences granted' by the holy 
father are ratified in heaven? What 
ſecurity that their pilgrimages, 
penances, maſſes, with their ado- 
ration of a God baked in an oven, 
and ſuch like inventions of their 
high prieſt, ſhall be accepted by 
the greateſt and beft of beings? 
How ſhall they be ſure that they 
walk not in the paths of darkneſs, 
but that they are the children of 


light, drawing towards the inhe- 


ritance of the ſaints in glory? But 


when a man hath a ſincere n 


to the light and inſtruction of God, 


he will thereby be made free n 
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all thoſe uncertainties, jealouſies 
and fears, which torment the 
minds of the ſuperſtitious. 

Now, Madam, if hereupon you 
ſhould atk how you ſhould, know, 
that the books of ſcripture, con- 
tain'd in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment are the real true light and 
inſtruction of God; I think you 
may eaſily ſatisfy yourſelf as to 
that matter. For though many 
particular texts therein contained 
Cannot be nicely underſtood with- 
out ſome knowledge of antient 


cuſtoms, to which; the expreſſions 


allude ; yet without any antient 
or modern learning, let any 1 
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take a view of the whole analog y, 
and ſuitable agreement of the doc- 
trines contained in both Teſta- 
ments, and he will find that the 
deſign of all thofe writers was, 
to ſet forth ſuch an admipable rule 
of life as was fit for God to give, 
and for man to receive. And if 
you will compare this moral in- 
ſtruction with the ſupèrſtitions of 
Heathens or Papiſfs, your eye 


cannot diſcern the difference be- 


tween the light of Sun and Moon 
more clear, than your mind 
Will eee religion 
and ſuperitifion, 2 
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Thoſe holy books contain no- 
thing of popery or prieſtcraft, or 
of any other deſign, but only to 
direct us to ſuch ways and means, 
as are beſt fitted to work up hu- 
man nature to the higheſt degree 
of virtue it is capable of in this 
life. And therefore whoſoever 
ſhall endeayour to aſſert any low, 
ſelf-deſigninhg opinion from holy 
writ, is the greateſt enemy there- 


4 


unto. For as much as every 


mean, baſe, ſelfiſh opinion, or any 
ſuch doctrine which is contrary to 
the common rights, liberties, or 
advantages of mankind, being aſ- 


hung 


ſerted from thence, is a mill- ſtone 


ng ms, 
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hung upon the book of God, di- 
rectly tending to ſink its autho- 


rity, and render it ſuſpected in 


the world. Upon this foot St Paul 
referr'd himſelf to the judgment 
of the Corinthians, ſaying, I 
© ſpeak unto wiſe men, judge ye 
© what I ſay.” 1 Cor. x. 15. An- 
ſwerable whereunto I refer it to 
the judgment of your Ladyſhip, 
whether a ſincere love of the light 
and inſtruction of God, will not 
diſpel thoſe dark fears, which ſu- 
perſtitious fancies are apt to create. 
But St. John ſaith, that God 
© 1s love. 1 Joh. iv. 8. and there- 
W902 ee de e 
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him muſt not be frightful, but 
lovely. Thus Solomon fpeaking 
of ky OTA under the character of 
wiſdom, faith, © her ways are 
© ways of pleaſantneſs, and all 
her paths are peace.” Prov. iii. 17, 
And St. Paul exhorting the Philip- 
prans to virtuous practice, ſaith, 
© Whatſoever things are lovely 
think on theſe things.” Phil. iv. 8. 
Nor was the Gentile a ſtranger to 
this doctrine: For that which 1s 


good is lovely, was the ſaying of. 


an old Greek poet Theog. © How 
lovely is it to behold the Creation 


of God, wherein all things that 
fall under our cognizance, diſco- 
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ver a wiſe deſign, by which every 
event tends to the intereſt of the 
aniverſe! and the character by 
which mankind doth moſt reſem- 
ble Deity, is in the higheſt de- 
gree lovely. I mean a virtuous 


motion of mind towards'the good 
of our fellow-creatures.” For by 


how much the affections of a man 
are fixed upon publick benefit, 
by ho much the more any one 


endeavours to oblige mankind, 


by ſo much are his ackions ren“ 
der'd lovely; eſpecially when this 
diſpoſition of mind is carried on 
without the ptoſpect of regaliation. 
For this is the diſpoſition of God 
N. towards 
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towards man, as David ſaith. 
© Like as a father pitieth his chil- 
© dreng,1o, the Lord pitieth thoſe 
that fear him. Pſal. ciii. 13- 
The natural affection of the father 
is fully, anſwered by the benefit 


, - Whick the child receives, without 


aiming at any other advantage. 
And in this reſpect the benevo- 


lence of noble founders, and pub- 


lick benefactors, | as likewiſe the 
bounty of great Princes, ſuch 
whoſe high ſtations ſet them above 
ſelf-intereſt, , do render their ac- 
tions moſt lovely; becauſe they 
D of any return, be- 
lides that joy which age od 
1 ö rom 
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from the advantages others receive 
by their means. 


Add to this, Madam, that a 
ſincere: love of virtue, excludes 
all ſtrong felf-intereſted hopes, as 
well as diſmal fears. And thus 
© Moſes when he was come to 

© years, refus d to be call'd the ſon 
© of Pharaoh's daughter, chooſing 
© rather to ſuffer affliction with 
© the people of God, than to en- 

© Joy the pleaſures of ſin for a 
© ſeaſon.” Heb. xi. 24. Joſephus 
relates that matter thus: Ther- 
mutis, the daughter of Pharaoh, 
who had preſerved the life of Mo- 


him 


= 
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him to ber father when grown 
up, deſiring that he might be 
appointed to ſucceed in the go- 
vernment, ſhe having adopted 
him for her ſon. How lovely 


was it an Moſes generouſly to re- 


fuſe theſe court - offers of greatneſs, 
in order to attempt the delive- 
rance of his brethren | Twas not 


then underſtood that an eager pur- 


ſuit after court-preferments, - was 
the mark of a true patriot, . but 
the heroick and lovely diſpoſition 
of Moſes which St. Paul fets forth, 


was à generous compaſſion to his 


countrymen, whom he was wit- 
ling to zeſcue from ſlavery with 
ml” ths the 
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the hazard of his life; as appear'd 
by his vigorous oppoſing the E- 
gyptian, whom he found ſmiting 
an Hebrew, Exod. ii. 12, And 
likewiſe by perfecting their deli- 
verance after he had conducted 


them into Canaan. For ſuppo- 


ſing the good Moſes inſtead of fol- 
lowing the advice of Jethro, and 
ſetting up the judgment: ſeats of 
Iſrael, ſhould have been prevailed 
upon, to have eſtabliſned an E- 
gyptian miniftry in Canaan, he 
would thereby have tarniſhed that 
lovely character of a deliverer of 
his country, and lover of his bre- 
hren; Which laft character is ac- 
* K 2 cording 
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cording to St. John, the character 
by which one may know, if he 
be paſſed from death to life. We 
< know that we have paſſed from 
death to life, becauſe we love 


the brethren, he that loveth not 


his brother abideth in death.” 
1 John iii. 14. 2.2. in the ſtate 
and under the ſentence of death, 
às our commentators explain it. 
; Whereas be that loveth his 
brother abideth in the light, 
1 John ii. 10. Such a one reſem- 


bles God, who is the © Father of 


1 kg LAI: 

And ſhould we conſider God 
With St. James as a common La 
113 4.4 "Il 
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| ther of comforts, who maintains 1 
the order of the univerſe, provid- 1 
ing ſuitable maintenance for all 1 
living creatures, Who maketh- 9 
his Sun to ſhine on the evil and 1 
© the good, and ſendeth rain on 1 
- © the. juit, and on the unjuſty7 | 
Mat. v. 25. as our Saviour faith : | 
can we ſuppoſe ſuch a fatherly 
diſpoſition” as this is, does any 
way tend to ſtrike terror into our 
hearts? and to lay it there as the 
foundation ofall our duties. Surel 
nothing but the willing affection 
of a dutiful ſon can be a ſuitable 
return, for the conſtant love of 
an indulgent father. To conclude. 
F $"< this 
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this argument, I think I may ſay, 
Madam, that altho' fear may pre- 
vail upon ſome ill men to abſtain: 
from evil, yet *tis. only the love 
of virtue, which fixes our incli- 
nations upon good things. And I 


hope I may alſo add, that as a - 
good man has no need of fear, to tl 
aſliſt him in his purſuit after var- Ml 
tue; ſo is it hkewiſe evident, Fo 


both from natural, and revealed 
religion; that ſuch a one can have p 
no cauſe to be afraid of God. | 
II. As to the fear of men, which 8 
was the ſecond thing I was to con- 
ſider, tis plain, Madam, that if 
your. lady hip ſhall obſerve men 
þ to 
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to act in ſubordination to God, by 
how much the love of God pre- 
vails over you, ſo much the are 
fear ful you will be of giving them 
offence. Our parents under God 
are our immediate owners, go- 
vernors, and benefactors. And 
the honour which hereupon is due 
to them, includes an awful reſpect 
towards them; and if the magi- 
ſtrate be indeed the © miniſter of 

od to us for good' (as St. Paul 
ſpeaks) every man will be cau- 
tious of giving him offence, In 
ſuch a caſe, © tribute is to be gi- 
© ven to whom tribute is due, 
oF tear to whom fear, and honour 

| ©to 


- 
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to whom honour.” 1 Cor. x11, 


But ſince good magiſtrates are a 
terror only to evil-doers, a ſincere 
Year of virtue, is far from fear 
that account. 
, gut if your Ladyſhip ſhall con- 
ſider men as acting in oppoſition 
to God, you may be allowed to uſe 
all neceſſary precautions, to pre- 
ſerve yourſelf from their tyranny. 
Nor is there any gh A cowardly, 
mein, or depreſſive o 
in this ſort, of fear, Beware of 
7 men (faith our Saviour to bis 
© diſciples) for they will deliver 
you up to the. councils, and 
4 eee * in their nge . 
ut 
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© but if they perſecute you in one 
© city fly into another. Mat. x. 
© 17. 23. Nor ſnhall he be afraid 
©of evil tidings whoſe heart is 
© fixed upon God, faith holy Da- 
vid. Pfal. cxii. 7. END, 

But then will a man find him- 
ſelf ſurrounded with tormenting 
fears, and dreadful ſuſpicions; 
when through want of a ſincere 
love to his great owner, governor 
and benefactor, he hath caſt off all 
ſincere and upright walking, as 
in the preſence of the inviſible 
all- ſeeing God: when he hath caſt 
off that righteouſneſs, juſtice, ho- 
neſty, and faithfulneſs, as would 

not 
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not fail to engage mankind in his 
ſupport; and alſo to yield ſuch, a 
peace of conſcience as will not 
ſuffer him to be.difturbed; though 
the earth ſhould ſhake, and the 
_ heavens be diſſolved. And then 
may a nation be afraid of evil ti- 
dings, when the love of God 
ou is chiefly made manifeſt 
910 love to our brethren) waxeth 
„ and when a feveriſh heat of 
n ariſing from a wretched 
baſe ſelf- intereſt, caſts them into 
parties, when publick weal is re- 
garded only, as it ſerves. private 
ends; as the loud acclamation, 
3 Lernt is Diana of the Epheſians, 
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was encouraged by the gain which 
the ſilverſmiths made by the tem- 
ple of that Goddeſs, When pub- 
lick truſts ſhall be coveted . by 
ſome to pleaſe their vanity and 
ſenſuality, by others, to gratify 
their ſordid love of money, and 
by moſt to enſlave their brethren; 
what wonder if upon any extraor- 
dinary event, © Men's hearts ſhall 
© fail them for fear, and for look- 
© ing after thoſe things which are 


_ © coming upon the earth? Luke 


xxi. 26, As our Saviour foretold, 
concerning the deſtruction of Je- 
ruſalem, which was brought ta 
paſs by their fatal diviſions, How 

"aka ene 
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dreadful were the tidings of Iſrael's 


. Captivity, which were brought to 


them by the prophet Jeremiah? 


and were grounded on their want 
of love to their brethren, whom 


for private intereſt they enſlaved, 


when according to the law of the 
Sabbatical year, and the law of 


the :Jubile, they ought to have, 


made free. The words of Jere- 
miah upon this occaſion are theſe : 
Thus faith the Lord, ye have not 
© hearkened unto me in proclaim- 


ing liberty every one to his bro- 
© ther, and every man to his neigh- 


© bour. Behold ! I proclaim a li- 


© berty to you, ſaith the Lord, to 


© the 
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© the ſword, to the peſtilence, and 
© to the famine. And I will make 
e you to be removed ;to all the 
© kingdoms of the earth, Jer, 
IXXV11. 17, The effect of this pro- 
phecy is viſible at this day, though 
the firſt fulfilling of it was by the 
arms of a Babyloniſh tyrant; who 
was in that day the great patron 
of idolatry and tyranay ; himſelf 
being no more than a king of 
Hates. 1 
But yet Madam, a true Iſraelite 
- in whom was no guile, who loved 
the Lord with all heart, and his 
neighbour as himſelf, Who was 
neither ambitious, nor covetous, 
\ "14." "RE 
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nor over-ſolicitous concerning the 
honours, riches or pleaſures, which 
the world affords, who walked 
. watchfully in the dental of him- 
ſelf, ſo far as to hold no conle- 
deracy with any known ſin, who 
when he has fallen from bis duty, 
has recovered himſelf by true re- 
entance ; who has been true to 
his promiſe, juſt in his actions, 
charitable to the poor, and well 
inclined to' all Men: who could 
forgive injuries, laying aſide all 
thoughts of revenge ; who could 
be meek, calm, and gentle, when 
in the hands of furious and vio- 
ent Tpirits ; who was of a tender 
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diſpoſition, being as ready to pre- 
vent men from falling into im- 


moralities and dangers, as he was 


to compaſlionate them in adver- 
ſity: ſuch a one as could be mo- 
derate in power, and humble in 
proſperity, whoſe actions diſco- 


ver u love to his country, free 


from the byas of private intereſt, 
and whoſe hearty inclinations 
were towards the good of man- 
kind. Such a man as this, was 
privileged from the fear of evil 
tidings, and was commiſſioned ito 


hope that through the voice o 
©'the Lord the Affyrian ſhall be 


+ © beaten 
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© beaten down, who ſmote with a 
© rod.“ Ifa, XXX. 31. e 
| . (Nay, Madam, twas to chear 

up the heart of ſuch. an Ifraelite 
as this,' that the: Prophet Iſaiah 
1 the downfal of the Baby- 
Joniſn grand Monarch; whoſe 
ſlaves uſually ſtile him the king, 
as if there were no other king 
beſides him: ſa ing, * Tophet 
cis ordain'd- of. old d, yea, * the 
© king it is prepared, he. hath 
© made it deep and large: the 
pile thereof is fire and much 

£ wood: and the breath of the 


7 Lord like a ſtream of brimſtone 
III. 


© doth kindle it. 
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III. As to the fear of hell, ˙Mñ- ( 
dam, I have very little to ſay; 1 
for if your Ladyſhip conſiders | 
hell as a conſummate | ſtate of 


wickedneſs, doubtleſs a virtnous 
perfon is at the greateſt diſtance | 
from thence. He who out of a 1 
ſincere love to God is careful to 1 
know, and conſcientious to do 0 
his will, ſubmitting not only bis 4 
words and actions, but the very | 
urpoſes of his heart thereunto ; 
m whom the love of God, hath 
caſt down all pride and haughti- 
neſs both of heart and carriage, 
having reduced 5 paſſions 3 a 
„ N ue 
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due moderation, and temper; 
who through his love to God, 
eſteems the world no more than 
it deſerves, and makes uſe of it 
only to gratify a generous diſpo- 
ſition of mind, ready to compaſ- 
ſionate and help in adverſity; 
this man is ſo far from any fear 
of hell, that he has in ſome de- 
gree, the actual poſſeſſion of hea- 
ven upon earth: and by being 
conſcious of ſuch his love to God, 
he is actual partaker of thoſe di- 
vine Joys, which alone we can 
 - ſuppoſe to affect the ſaints in 

glory; that is, ſuch a delight as 
1 never 
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never ſurfeits, nor cloys, though 
never ſo frequently renewed, or 
ever ſo long continued, and ſuch 
as leaves no ill relifh behind it. 

But on the other hand, if a man 
bears no true love to the great and 
good God, but dares commit ſin 
with preſumption; if he be go- 
verned by unruly paſſions, inſa- 
tiable deſires, or by an ambitious, 
covetous, or malicious temper; 
if he be moved by envy, at the 
proſperity of ſome, or by revenge 
for ſmall offences taken at others; 
this man is already ſenſible of hell 
upon earth. And tho' a thouſand 

7 : L 2 inven. 
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inyentions may be found qut to 
jet the evil ſpirit, which ariſes 
dam the ſelf-conſciouſueſs;of his 
own wicked heart; yet nothipg 
canalleviate his torment, becauſe 
nothing can ſeparate. conſcience 
from the ſoul of man. 
Tis true, Madam, that ſome- 
times the inſtrumental parts of 
religion are call'd in aid, to allay 
the terrors of a hell within; and 
theſe, devotional performances 
join'd with a ſtrong faney, may 
for a time have ſome eftect upon 
an enthuſiaſtick temper a — 
vid's: Harp. 1 vpon oy 
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lancholy, ſo long as the muſick 
laſted, But yet the dreadful ap- 
prehenſions of guilt will not to- 
tally. be extinguiſhed, till our 
earneſt endeavours have recovered 
us to a ſincere love of Gd. 
Having thus endeavoured to 
ſhew at fear of Gad, of man, 


and of hell, is inconſiſtent with 


the love of God; I hope it will 
appear that 1 did no ill, when I 
offered to ſhew your ladyſhip yet 
a more excellent way, that of cha- 
rity or love; and advisd you in 


ſome meaſure, to ſoften the 


power of fear in your religious 


practices, 
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praQtices, and devotional: perfor. 


mances. I beg your lad 7 
favourable confirution of What 


1 have written in this letter, 
meaning thereby to veſutiy the 


reſpect due to you from 

H our Ladyſhip's 5. 
1 | 10 chliged, d. 
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